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the 1999 ‘‘Sudler Flag of Honor’’ award from
the John Philip Sousa Foundation. This award
is the highest recognition of excellence in con-
cert performance that a high school band can
receive. During the 17 years the award has
been in existence, only 39 bands from the en-
tire United States and Canada have been se-
lected for the Flag of Honor award. Conductor
Gerald Babbitt and his Rebel band deserve
our praise and recognition on the occasion of
receiving this prestigious award.

The John Philip Sousa Foundation designed
this award to identify and recognize high
school concert band programs of very special
excellence at the international level. To be eli-
gible for nomination, a band must have main-
tained excellence over a period of many years
in several areas including concert, marching,
small ensemble and soloists. The director
must have been the conductor of the band for
at least the previous seven consecutive years
including the year of the award.

Each recipient receives a four-by-six foot
‘‘Flag of Honor’’ which becomes the property
of the band. The flag is designed in red, white
and blue and bears the logo of the John Philip
Sousa Foundation. The conductor receives a
personal plaque and each student in the band
receives a personalized diploma.

Mr. Speaker, it is indeed an honor to have
such an outstanding high school band in the
14th Congressional District. I am delighted to
extend my hearty congratulations to them.
Their hard work and dedication is an inspira-
tion to us all.
f
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Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, I begin with the
following quote: ‘‘Without the assistance of the
Divine Being who ever attended him, I cannot
succeed. With that assistance I cannot fail.
Trusting in Him who can go with me, and re-
main with you, and be everywhere for good,
let us confidently hope that all will yet be
well.’’—Abraham Lincoln as he began his in-
augural journey from Illinois to Washington,
D.C., February 11, 1861.

Mr. Speaker, throughout the history of our
Nation, leaders have turned to prayer for guid-
ance and inspiration. Our Founding Fathers
built this country on the principle that its citi-
zens had a God-given right to freedom, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.

Since that time, America has been a beacon
for millions in search of religious freedom.

The first Thursday of May of each year is
set aside as the National Day of Prayer. This
day serves to recognize the important role of
prayer in our nation’s past, present and future.

We recognize today, Thursday, May 6 as
the National Day of Prayer. Because of the re-
cent events here at home and abroad, I be-
lieve this day has a special significance this
year.

The recent events in Yugoslavia and Colo-
rado have sharply reminded us that life is frag-
ile and sometimes fleeting. While our nation is
troubled by the senseless death and destruc-
tion that surrounds the war in Europe and the
shooting in Littleton, we can take comfort in

the fact that our nation is also actively working
to repair and heal itself.

As a new member of Congress, I have been
thrust into the middle of the many policy de-
bates that shape our nation. Often times there
are tough choices to be made, and I am com-
forted by the fact that I have the ability and
the freedom to turn to prayer as a source of
guidance.

I hope that we as a nation will make time
everyday for a period of prayer and reflection.
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Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of legislation authored by my friend
and colleague, Mr. KUCINICH of Ohio. The
Truth in Rock Act would protect rock and roll’s
early heroes from the victimization of imitators
by changing the trademark laws that allow the
imposters to get away with it.

Under current trademark law, the original
members of performing groups cannot use the
names that made them famous without risking
copyright infringement. But the original artists
can be replaced by imposter performers who
make recordings and sell concert tickets under
their names.

You can buy a concert ticket to see the
Drifters or the Coasters perform this summer.
You’ll be surprised to see on stage performers
who are not the original Drifters or Coasters.
You won’t be listening to the memorable
voices of those legendary artists; you’ll be lis-
tening to their imitators.

The law allows the imposters to perform as
the Drifters or the Coasters. Under that same
law, the original members of the Drifters and
the Coasters cannot mention their past affili-
ation with these bands.

This is a widespread practice that takes ad-
vantage of recording artists and consumers.
The Truth in Rock Act corrects this inequity by
permitting original recording artists to seek
damages from the imposters. More impor-
tantly, it gives the original members of rock
bands the right to advertise their ties to the
groups they founded.

Tomorrow night I’ll be joining a group of leg-
endary recording artists who have been victim-
ized by the trademark laws. These musicians
are working hard to raise awareness on this
issue and I’m proud to join them. They de-
serve the support of this Congress.
f
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Mr. VENTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the 150th anniversary of the territory
of Minnesota and the counties of Dakota,
Washington and Ramsey, the St. Paul Pioneer
Press, the Minnesota Historical Society and
Gibbs Farm in Falcon Heights, Each of these
institutions have contributed to the culture and
societal foundation of our great state!

The Saint Paul Pioneer Press has been a
reliable source of information and communica-
tion for St. Paul and the surrounding commu-
nities. I commend them on their objectivity and
thorough coverage of important events
throughout Minnesota and the world and for
spawning many rival newspapers, especially
the Minneapolis Star Tribune.

The Gibbs Farm serves as a reminder of
the origins of Minnesota. The original fabric of
the Gibbs Farm, now in an urban setting, con-
tinues to teach and entertain our citizens with
weekly events, and acts as a window into his-
tory. This is an unique and valuable resource
for many citizens in the urban area.

The Minnesota Historical Society has be-
come an icon in Minnesota; a treasure of in-
formation and preservation advocacy about
who we are and where we have come from
Exhibit symbolize important events of our past,
and educate us on the importance of the fu-
ture. Several exhibits planned for the fall will
be centered around the sesquicentennial cele-
brations.

Even as a territory, Minnesotas’ first coun-
ties took shape before the formation of our
state. The lines that were drawn established
more than boundaries. The community spirit
we feel today was forged in the early years of
our existence and these first counties—
Ramsey, Dakota, and Washington—reflect our
leaders heritage and geographic governance,
then and now.

As a former teacher, i understand the impor-
tance of learning from history. The origins of
our great state are important to our citizens
today, and these institutions have played an
important role in shaping and crafting the
state. Physical reminders and symbolic entities
encapsulate the heart and soul and the es-
sence of what it is to be a Minnesota, As we
employ the inspiration and lessons from our
past, may we put them to such a good use as
our antecedents.

Mr. Speaker, I submit for the RECORD an ar-
ticle from the April 25th edition of the St. Paul
Pioneer Press highlighting this historical land-
mark.

150TH ANNIVERSARIES CELEBRATE HERITAGE,
SPUR OPTIMISTIC DISCUSSIONS OF FUTURE

(By Heather Johnson)
Twin Cities native Leah Otto was intrigued

that St. Paul’s designation as territorial
capital 150 years ago in 1849 helped spur a
boom that more than tripled the city’s popu-
lation in five years—from 1,358 in 1850 to
4,716 in 1855.

That tidbit was among the facts she
gleaned while doing research for the city’s
sesquicentennial.

Such trivia is what Otto, assistant director
of marketing and promotions for St. Paul,
hopes will be shared throughout the year as
the city celebrates its history as the capital
of, first, the Minnesota Territory and, since
1858, the state of Minnesota.

Since that initial burst of growth, she said,
the city has kept thriving, a sign residents
continue to feel St. Paul’s pull.

St. Paul isn’t alone in pausing this year to
reflect on accomplishments and goals with
explorations of the past, assessments of the
present and optimistic discussions about the
future. 1999 also marks the 150th anniversary
of the organization of the Minnesota Terri-
tory and Washington, Ramsey and Dakota
counties, as well as the Minnesota Historical
Society, Gibbs Farm in Falcon Heights and
the St. Paul Pioneer Press.

‘‘There’s a lot to commemorate,’’ said
Priscilla Farnham, executive director of the


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-15T17:22:59-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




